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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The listing ofclaims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
l isting of Claims : 

1, (Currently Amended) A hardware card for insertion into a television tuning 
; t device having electronic program guide capability comprising: 

a case having a form factor; and 

a non-volatile memory situated within the case and having ioajdablc^data stored thereon 
thai can be loaded onto ihe telev ision tuning device to _tha*-cnable the television tuning device to 
access one or more electronic program guides from one or more of a plurality of corresponding 
cleeironic program guide providers, the loadable data including: 

nl least one URL corresponding to at least one server that provides information on 
how and whe re to contact of-tho plurality of electronic program guide providers : and r-tfre 
. . . card ftirthereompri-sing 

addition al iden t ification information indicative of a type of elc clronic 

programming guide info rmalion thai has been purchased: and 

means for providing the loadable data to the television tuning device, for enabling the 
television tuning device to connect to the at least on e serve r and in dicate to the at least one server 
the type of electronic program miide information that has been purchased : and 

wherein the at k-asl one server, upon being connected to by Ihe television liming device, 
uses ihc^add^ information obtained from the hardware card to determine *t-lb£ 

lyptf of electronic, programming guide .information that has been purchased by a consumer of the 

; can}, and thereafter enables the television tuning device to access the-onc or more electronic 
program guides J>y, returning inform ation as to how and where to rec eive t he type of electronic 
program guide information pur chased with the card and a ssociate d with the additional 

. ' identificatio n in for mat ion. 

2, (Currently Amended) The hardware card of claim 1, wherein the load able data 

. y represents one or more loader programs for ihe television tuning device, each loader program 

i • i 

V< 1 1 corresponding to an electronic program guide provider. 

'' > 

Page 2 of 20 

PAGE 5123 ' RCVD AT 12/2112005 5:05:34 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/31 ' DNIS:2738300 * CSID:8013281707 * DURATION (mm-ss):08-38 



BEST AVAfLABLE COPY 



DEC-21-2005 WED 03:06 PM WORKMAN NYDEGGER 



FAX NO. 8013281707 



P. 



AppJiCiiiton No. 1,354 

AitiL'mljiKiil 4 C" iViU-cl IXwmbor 2i t KiOH 

RoplyloOlfiiX Action mailed October 17,2005 

3. (Cancelled). 

4. (Original) The hardware card of claim 2, wherein each loader program 
includes specification of a transmission network over which encoded electronic program guide 
information is received from the electronic program guide provider to which the loader program 
corresponds. 

5. (Original) The hardware card of claim 4, wherein tho transmission network 
comprises at least one of: a dial-up modem, Ethernet, in-band, out-of-band, vertical-blanking 
inicirupt (VTiF). 

6. (Original) The hardware card of claim 2, wherein each loader program 
includes a- database segment to Ircmsfcr the loader program into the television tuning device. 

7. (Original) The hardware card of claim 2, wherein each loader program 
includes a segment to provide a user interface. 

8. (Currently Amended) The hardware card of claim 1, wherein the loadab le data 
■ represents non-exccuiablc information decodablc by the television tuning device to access 

electronic program guide information from an electronic program guide provider, 

9. (Original) The hardware card of claim 8, wherein the non-executable 
iufoimalion is decodablc by a decoder segment of the television tuning device. 

10. (Original) The hardware card of claim 1, wherein the non-volatile memory 
comprises Hash memory, 

1 \ . (Original) The hardware card of claim 1, wherein the television tuning device 
comprises a set-top box. 
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12, (Original) The hnrdwnrc card of claim 1, wherein the form factor comprises 
one of: a Smnrt C<ik1 form factor, a Compact Mash form factor, and a Smart Media form factor. 
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13. (Currently Amended) A television tuning system device-comprising: 

a television tu ning dcviccJnQludj.ng: 

m outer case having a slot to accept a hardware card : 

internal components hard-coded to a particular electronic program guide 

provider: and 

other internal componci Us configured to receive information loaded int o 
the televisio n tuning device _ fro m a h ar dware card inserted into the slo t JLo aj jow 
for recep t ion of electronic program guide information from other electronic 
program guide p r oviders in addition to the particular electronic program guide 
provid er h ard coded into the internal components; 

a slot within th« on ten-ease-le-acc cpt a hardware card hnv jftg-a-eorresponding -form 

. factors 

: tho-ajiardwarc card having an acce ptable form factor for insertion into the slot, 

ilL^-hOi'iijK^re-Ffl^-.storing data-loadable , informat ion configured to provider- allow the 

• television tuning device to receive w&h-eapabtfay-te-receive electronic program guide 
information from a corresponding at least one or more other electronic program guide 
provideis, that is - the one o r more other electronic program guide provide rs being 
different than said-lhc particular electronic program guide provider the telovision tuni ng 
device thatjs hard-coded into, the int ernal components, each of the one or m ore other 
i?I,cct ronic, prqgram t guide pr oviders being accessible over a correspondi ng one o r more 

• transmission n c.Ky 01 k s re jpec t iycl y ; 

wTKWtfH he datfrof the hardware card in cfades* 
: one or more stor a ge locations storing an electr onic program guide loader p rogram 
corresponding t o each oF the one or m ore other ele ctronic program exude provide rs, each 
slored_e[oclronjc program g uide loader program designed lo access lo adab le information 
st ored on Ihe ha rdware card lo configur e the television tuning device to ac cess electronic 
progra m guide information . (roni on e of the other electronic program g uide pro viders, 
eacl^sjored electronic pro gram guide loader progr am including; 
: ' • an i;PG decoding segment for each of the c orrespondin g one or mor e 
eleolf^mi t* p v og r&wgwffe-proviilers; configured to use the loadabl e in formation to 
1 decode • enc ode d electronic program guide information rece iv ed from its 
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corresponding e lectronic program guide pro vider and T to uscjo^ 
to identi fy a . snccifij c transmission network, from among the one or more 
transmissi on networks, over which its encoded electronic program guide 
infprjinati on is to ho reccived wh erei **- each- U P G -decod i ag -segmen t ineludes - iweofis 
for-deeed k^-ensc-Kted-EPG- nvfowKrt ioivobtai n ed -from ■ the- correspond ktg ^me-dr 
more electronic-prog ram guide provid e rs ; 

a database segment co nfigured to transfer the loadable data f or its 
corr cspondi ng electronic program guide providcr^into^h nving mo ans-^OF-eftablittg 
transfer- of-Uie-dai^ontcHlhe other internal components televisio n tuning dovi ee; 
and 

a user interface segment configured to wfrtefr— displays instructions 
corresponding to what a user must do to load the loada ble data for its 
corresponding el ectronic program guide provider ontoe the television tuning 
device and to enable the television tuning device to access the- one -or-meFa 
electronic program guides i nformation from its electronic program guide provider 
over the speci fic tmrvsmissjpn nct^rk; 

means for switching to t he a! least one an electronic prog ram provider other than 
BPG-provider-lhan the particular jjPG-clcct ronic program guide provider that the 
television luning-devkia-is hard-coded into t he internal components , in accorda nce with 
and in response to accessing thcjoadablc i nformation date -stored on the hardware card; 
And 

one or more connections within the outer case to communicatively couple the 
t elev ision tuning device to a display. 

14. (Original) The device of claim 13, wherein the fonn factor comprises one of: 
a Smait Card form factor, a Compact Flash form factor, and a Smart Media form factor. 
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15. (Original) The device of claim 13, wherein the hardware card has a non- 
volatile memory on which non-executable information is stored that is dccodablc by a decoder 
sc&meiU of the television tuning device, the non-cxccutablc information, when decoded by the 
decoder segment, providing the device with the capability to receive the electronic program 
j / guide information. 
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1 7, (Current ly Amended) A method comprising: 

acc ept! tiff an.|nscrlcd+!^g-fi hardware card into a slot of a television tuning device 
; communicatively coupled to a display; and, 

accessing data stored on the hardware card to enable the device to receive 
! electronic program guide information, over a specified network, from an electronic 

1 program guide provider, wherein said electronic program guide information is different 

limn other electronic program guide information that the television timing device was 
. hard-coded to receive, such that accessing the data stored on the hardware card 

! effectively enables the television tuning device lo change the type of electronic program 

: guide information received at the television tuning device; 

1 wherein the data ofthe hardware card includes: 

i 

an EPG decoding segment for each of the corresponding one or more 
electronic program guide providers, wherein each EPG decoding segment 
includes means for decoding encoded EPG information obtained from the 
corresponding one or more electronic program guide providers and for identifying 
£L$pcc i.O c_ t m u sm \ ssip njretwork ^fran^amjo ng one or more transmission network s, 
ov er wh ich encoded, electronic program g uide information is to be received ; 

a database segment having means for enabling transfer ofthe data fjQITi 
lU^hMO^lO-CarL^onlo the television tuning device such that the television tunin g 
device can decode encoded electronic program guide information received via t he 
sp ecific transmission network: and 

a user interface segment which displays instructions corresponding lo 
what a user must do to load the data one the television tuning device and to enable 
the television tuning device lo access the one or more electronic program guides 
o ver a specified corresponding transmissio n network; and ? 

S>V-!iQllLDS to a n electronic prouram guide provider o ther th an the eleclronic 
program guid e proyidcr thc tclcvision t uner was hard-coded to receive in ac cordance with 
and in re sponse to a ccessj ng JJtisjJ a ta st ore d o n the hardware card. 
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18. 



(Previously Presented) 



The method of claim 17> wherein accessing Ihc data 



stored on the hardware card includes loading the data from the hardware card into the television 
liming device. 

19. (Cancelled). 

20. (Original) The method of claim 17, further comprising removing the 
hardware card from the slot of ihc television tuning device. 
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21. (Currently Amended) A method ofdoing business comprising: 

offering a consumer one or more electronic program guide hardware cards for 
purchase, the cards able to be inserted into a corresponding slot of a television Liming 
device used by the consumer, each card enabling the television tuning device to switch 
access fiom a first electronic program guide provider that the television toning device is 
programmed to access for obtaining electronic program guide information to a different 
electronic program guide provider to obtain different electronic program guide 
. information; 

purchasing, by the consumer, an electronic program guide hardware card, for j\ 
dcsijpdjyppjrf^ and, , , 

loading ihc electronic program guide hardware card into the television tuning 
device, wherein loading the electronic program guide hardware card causes the television 
tuning device to switch access from the first electronic program guide provider to a-th£ 
d esired type of different-electronic guide provide r in accordance with and in resp onse to 
ctata slorcg ; iiU.b>l pjij rcli asctL pi cctro i ri c progr am guide hardware card : 

wherein the data stored jrUhcclcctronic program guide hardware card includes: 

an EPG decoding segment for each of the corresponding one or more 
electronic program guide providers, wherein each RPG decoding scgmcnl 
includes means for decoding encoded EPG information obtained from the 
corresponding one or more electronic program guide provider s and means fo r 

idifflUfyjJJIL- Jt spe cific transmission network, from a mon g one or more 

i r £Q£Dj iss ion networks, over which encoded electronic p rogra m guide information 
of the des ired type is to be received : 

a database segment having means for enabling transfer of the data onto the 
television tuning device such that tfre t ele vision tuning device can decod e enc oded 
electronic ui ogram uiijdc information of the desired ty pe re ceived via the specifi c 
tra nsmis s ion network: and 

a user interface segment which displays instructions corresponding to 
what a user must do to load the data one the television tuning device and to enable 
the television tuning device to access the one or more electronic program guides 
of the dc>;ired type o ver the specified tra nsmi ssion network . 
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: 22, (Original) The method of claim 21, wherein loading the electronic program 

guide hardware card into the television tuning device is performed by the consumer. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 21, wherein loading the electronic program , 
' ■ guide hardware card into the television tuning device is performed by a merchant. 

; » 24, (Original) The method or claim 21, further initially comprising receiving of 

•' ■ the television liming device by the consumer, 

■ ,r 25. (Original) The method or claim 24, wherein receiving of the television tuning ■ 

device by the consumer includes purchasing of the television tuning device by the consumer. 

26. (Original) Tho method of claim 24, wherein receiving of the television tuning ■ 
device by the consumer includes providing of the television tuning device by a merchant to the 
consumer frec-of-charge to the consumer. 

27. (Original) The method of claim 24, wherein receiving of the television tuning 
', . device by the consumer includes receiving by the consumer of an electronic program guide 

hardware card along with Hie television tuning device, 

28, (Original) The method of claim 24, further comprising accessing a provider 
; server by the television tuning device to receive the different electronic program guide 

informal ion associated with the electronic program guide hardware card inserted into the 
television luffing deviuo 

29, (Original) The method of claim 24, further comprising, as part of the 
! purchasing by the consumer of the electronic program guide hardware card, registering the 
; hardware card with a provider server to indicate the different electronic program guide 

information associated with the electronic program guide hardware card. 
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30, (Cancelled). 

31 > (Previously Presented) A hardware card as recited in claim 1, wherein the 
hardware card further includes information specifying to a user what the user must do to load, to 
(lie; television tuning device, the data that enables the television tuning device to access the one 
or more electronic program guides. 

32. (Previously Presented) A hardware card as recited in claim 31, wherein the 
information specifics that the user must enter at least one of a credit card number and an 
authentication code. 

33-35. (Cancelled). 

36. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 18, wherein each of the said 
electronic program guide provider and the said another electronic program guide provider encode 
the electronic program guide information differently. 

37. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 17, wherein the type of 
electronic program guide information corresponds to a type of quality. 

38. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 18, wherein each of the said , 
electronic program guide provider and the said another electronic program guide provider encode . 
the electronic program guide information differently. 

39. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 21, wherein the first 
electronic prop/am guide provider supplied the television tuning device to the consumer, 

40. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the server 
; ' enables the television tuning device to access the one or more electronic program guides by 

providing the one or more electronic program guides to the tuning device. 
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41 . (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 1 7, further including; 

a server, upon being connected to by the television tuning device, using identification 
information obtained from the hardware card lo determine a type of programming information 
Ihal has been purchased by a consumer of the curd, and that thereafter provides the one or more 
electronic program guides to the television tuning device. 

42, (New) The method as recited in claim 17, wherein the hardware card 
corresponds to a level of quality associated with the specified transmission network. 
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